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Our lives are shaped by 
the people that surround us. 
Whether good or bad, similar 
or different, consciously or 
unconsciously, every interaction 
we have in a day affects us. Some 
actions have little repercussions, 
like arriving five minutes late 
to class and missing a part of 
lecture, and other actions have 
large repercussions, exemplified 
by the flyer posted in Kollen a 
couple weeks ago. 
This singular action has 
sparked a campus-wide 
discussion of discrimination and 
the role it plays in our everyday 
lives.
Recently I had the privilege 
of talking to music faculty 
member Andrew Le. We 
candidly discussed the issues on 
campus, the unique perspective 
he brings to the incident and 
the importance of remembering 
God’s love and forgiveness for 
all. It is a rare and wonderful 
opportunity to speak to a faculty 
member as an equal. 
In his office, we were not 
student and teacher, but rather 
two people trying to come to 
terms with the traumatic events 
that had affected us both in 
similar ways. Although I had 
never met Andrew Le before, 
I found him to be refreshing 
and insightful, exactly what a 
professor at Hope should be.
Le said when he first heard of 
the events, “I’m really surprised 
and shocked something like this 
would happen on this campus, of 
all places. I’ve always cherished 
the student body here as being 
the most open-minded, most 
accepting and loving group of 
students I have ever worked 
with in my life. I really take pride 
in that [fact]. I tell people that 
wherever I go.” This issue stirred 
up a lot of personal and deep-
rooted feelings for Le.
One of the first things Le 
brought up was his first-hand 
knowledge of the subject of 
racism. He said, “[The incident 
in Kollen] particularly struck 
a nerve with me because my 
job before [Hope] was at a very 
small college in the Deep South. 
I was the only Asian person 
[there] for a good hundred 
square miles…and people didn’t 
hesitate to let me know that. I 
was stared at wherever I went, 
no matter if it was on campus or 
off campus. You just know when 
you get a look that says clearly: 
‘I’m afraid of you because you’re 
different.’ I would get heckled at 
the gas station; my car would get 
egged when I was driving down 
the street; some kids once threw 
beer cans at my head, yelling 
racial slurs at me. I dealt with 
this for a year.”
Le also talked about his first 
experience with racism, when he 
was about 7 years old. As a kid 
he loved to swim, and his friend 
down the street had a swimming 
pool. One day before school, Le 
asked the boy if he could come 
over to swim in his pool. The 
boy told him he would ask his 
parents. The next day the boy 
recounted to Le that his parents 
didn’t want anyone who was not 
white swimming in their pool. 
Ready for Life 
provides new 
opportunities
True friendships are about 
give and take. They are the 
formation of a bond between two 
individuals who decide to walk 
side by side together through life 
as equal partners.
A unique aspect of Hope 
College’s campus is that it houses 
Ready for Life, a program that 
aims to give cognitively impaired 
students a college experience 
that encompasses them in an 
inclusive setting.
According to Emily Perton, 
the sole teacher for Ready 
for Life, many students with 
cognitive impairments are in 
inclusive settings throughout 
their lives until they graduate 
from high school. This program 
was designed for the students to 
continue being in an inclusive 
setting with their peers after 
graduation. 
Ready for Life began four years 
ago and is currently providing 
six students with a mix of both 
Ready For Life classes and Hope 
College classes over the course 
of a four- to- six year education. 
The Ready for Life classes 
focus on helping the students 
learn skills to both live as adults 
and engage in society, while the 
Hope College classes give the 
students an academically based 
education. Health dynamics, 
encounter with cultures, dance, 
art and communications classes 
are popular with Ready for Life 
students.  
While the students may not be 
receiving college credit, they are 
able to experience both the social 
and learning aspects of college. 
Perton explained that she works 
to adapt the curriculums of the 
classes students take so they are 
able to get the most out of what 
they are doing. 
“They still do the same 
things as the rest of the college 
students, just in a different 
manner,” Perton said. 
Along with taking classes, 
Ready for Life students will 
have job placements within the 
Holland community when they 
get further into the program. 
Perton, looks at her students’ 
interests and tries to tap into 
places that have the potential 
to turn into a job after a student 
is finished with Ready for Life. 
Students are currently working 
at Freedom Village, thrift stores 
and helping with maintenance 
work at a local church.
The program works to 
empower students in their 
everyday lives. They are 
responsible for navigating 
campus and attending classes on 
their own, and they have a hand 
in both choosing and getting 
into the classes that they want. 
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Got a story idea?  Let us know at anchor@hope.edu, or call us at 395-7877.
Ringleaders— Performing arts group puts 
on circus show in DeWitt.
Page 5
Dew Crew White-Out
Photo by holly EvEnhousE
Dew CRew DResses UP— Hope College men’s basketball fans sported white T-shirts 
in the Feb. 16 game against Albion. Hope’s 11-game winning streak was narrowly broken 
as Hope fell 78-76 in overtime. However, the Dutchmen hold the MIAA title going into tour-
nament play this week. The Flying Dutch also secured a share of its fourth consecutive 
MIAA regular season championship.
Aleesa Ribbens
GuEst WritEr
Stand Up event fosters discussion
Andrew Le reflects on race relations on Hope’s campus
Hundreds turned out for 
Stand Up events Feb. 9 in various 
locations across campus. 
The idea of Stand Up began 
fall semester. Dean Richard Frost 
and administratiors wanted to 
open discussion about racial 
comments and activities that 
had occured on campus. 
Student Congress and the 
administrators worked hard to 
try and come up with a concept 
that would allow students to be 
able to express how they feel and 
to talk about these issues.
 The campus needed an event 
that would attract students’ 
attention so they could stop and 
notice what is going on. Student 
Congress wanted to bring people 
in to facilitate conversations, not 
lectures, across campus.
Informal conversations 
occurred in Phelps and Cook 
dining halls, the Cup and 
Chaucer and a community 
forum for spiritual reflection 
and student response called 
Hope for Harmony. 
When racist posters were 
placed in Kollen a week before 
Stand Up conversations were 
scheduled, they became a 
blessing in disguise. Stand Up 
became a much larger event 
because there was,  “A tangible 
piece of evidence that got 
students’ attention,” said Katie 
Sawyer (‘11) president of Student 
Congress.
Conversations are now 
occurring in the classroom, 
Kletz and dorms where this may 
not have happened before. Stand 
Up took on a different role after 
the posters were placed. Student 
Congress and an encounter with 
cultures class, which was quite 
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Runners-Up— Hope Swim teams 
place second at MIAA champion-
ship.
Page 12
Campus February 23, 20112
This Week aT hope
Wednesday          Feb. 23 
Hope Wind Ensemble
7:30 p.m., Dimnent Memorial Center
Thursday          Feb. 24 
Peace Corps Presentation
12:00 p.m., Mass conference room
Friday          Feb. 25 






On Saturday, Feb. 26 Hope 
College will host the annual 
international food fair in the Mass 
Center auditorium. The event will 
take place from 6 to 8 p.m. and 
the event is open to the general 
public.
The event, sponsored by 
Hope’s international students, has 
been taking place for more than 
25 years. It aims to help others 
celebrate and experience the 
cuisine and culture of the many 
nations represented in the Hope 
student body.
During the event, students who 
have personally prepared dishes 
will present these dishes while 
dressed in the traditional attire of 
their homelands. Initial admission 
is $5 with additional tickets for 
meals costing $0.50
The anchor
2899 West Shore Drive     HollanD     616.399.9461 
Perton said gaining independence 
is the biggest development she 
has seen in her students, which 
she believes is attributed to the 
inclusion part of the program. 
“It’s because they watch their 
friends [at Hope] do it here and 
rise to the same level. It gives 
them pride and the sense of 
accomplishment to be doing the 
same things [as their friends],” 
Perton said.
Overall, the Ready for Life 
program has received a positive 
response from the Hope College 
community. It is beneficial to 
have on Hope’s campus because, 
as Perton said, it “teaches us that 
it’s OK to have interactions with 
people who are different than 
us and helps us learn to really 
include them in everyday life. 
By having them in the classroom 
and having them on campus 
and in chapel we start to break 
down walls and build true 
friendships.”
Students who are interested in 
getting involved with the Ready 
for Life program are encouraged 
to become a mentor for the 
students. “We need mentors,” 
stressed Perton, “because there 
are six [students] and only one of 
me and I cannot be everywhere. 
I [would like] this program to 
grow and am always looking for 
Hope College students to come 
and walk alongside me and help 
them.”
Sophomore Chas Sloan (’13) 
said that he became a mentor 
this semester after getting to 
know some of the Ready for Life 
students through interactions 
with them around campus. “It 
has been very rewarding,” said 
Sloan. “It is something that I 
look forward to, and it really just 
brightens my day.”
Mentors are needed both 
academically and socially. 
Academically they are needed 
to both help the Ready for Life 
students with their homework 
outside of class and to help them 
in their classes, assisting them 
with note-taking and group 
projects. Socially, mentors 
are needed to eat lunch, go to 
chapel and play games with the 
students. 
Through the mentoring aspect 
of Ready for Life, Sloan noted 
that he has come to “consider 
every one of the Ready for Life 
students to be one of my friends. 
I see them around campus, 
and I feel really honored to be 
somebody who can call them my 
friends.
They have become true 
friendships where there is give 
and take rather than just give. 
[Ready for Life] is something 
that not only benefits me, it is 
something that I really enjoy.”
ready for life program seeks student mentors
w Ready, from page 1
experience and restructured the 
day to fit around people who 
needed an outlet. 
The Stand Up conversations 
were led by students with a 
variety of different backgrounds. 
Questions were asked such as: 
What do we do to Stand Up 
everyday? Why do you think the 
posters came as a shock? How 
do we open people’s minds? 
How do we move forward from 
this point? 
“We all have to be held 
accountable and incorporate 
Standing Up into our daily lives. 
It must start on a personal level 
before it can be spread to help 
others to grow,” Meagan Johnson 
(’12) said. 
Other ways to Stand Up on a 
daily basis might be to refuse to 
laugh at a friend’s racist joke and 
inform them it is not funny. As a 
campus we should step outside 
our comfort zones and be aware 
of the different dynamics that 
occur everywhere we go. 
So how should the student 
body move forward? Diversity 
is the future and we have to 
overcome these issues and 
become more of a global village; 
it is not an option. 
We should not only talk with 
a person who has the same 
viewpoints as ourselves but talk 
to somebody who has a different 
opinion than you. 
“Bullying, jokes, and 
[comments on] sexual 
orientation happen to all people, 
it is not just a racial thing, and 
it is not just on Hope’s campus. 
People are harassed in their 
everyday lives and on other 
campuses. Changes need to be 
made and people need to be 
willing to make those changes,” 
Sawyer said.
We all need to ask ourselves 
everyday, “What do I need to do 
to Stand Up?”
Confused, Le went to his 
parents and asked them what 
the boy had meant. This was 
Le’s first experience with the 
concept of racism, and he said 
it opened his eyes to the evil of 
racism in the world. He cautions 
against the thinking that racism 
is “conquered” or “dead,” because 
it is still a very real force, not 
only in the Deep South but all 
over the country. 
Although he has had 
various negative experiences 
associated with racism, he spoke 
passionately about finding the 
answer to dealing with these 
problems in the Bible. 
He said, “One of the main 
tenants of Christianity is not 
only that we are all created 
equally in God’s image, but that 
we are all sinners saved by grace. 
That simply means that I am no 
more or no less a sinner than 
you are. The moment we forget 
that, the moment we forget to 
see that is the moment that we 
start to look down on people of 
other races and cultures.” 
He gave many examples of 
Jesus’ love and Jesus’ call to 
love all people. Although he is 
saddened by the incident, he has 
hope for the future.
“I hope that the student 
body and the faculty can come 
together and find a peaceful way 
to rectify this situation,” Lee said. 
I don’t want this sort of incident 
to foster anymore [ill will] in 
the community. I just hope we 
can find a way to learn from 
this. Ultimately I just hope that 
the people responsible for that 
action come to realize that they 
need a paradigm shift in their 
thinking. Even if people thought 
it was going to be funny, [they 
need to realize] there’s no time 
or place for that kind of behavior, 
especially here at Hope.” 
He spoke highly of Hope’s 
students and faculty, saying 
again that he was proud to be 
a professor at the college and 
proud of his students. Although 
this incident took place, he is 
confident that the college and 
the students will work tirelessly 
to prevent such things from 
occurring again.
Le is one example of the 
emotional resonance acts of 
discrimination and racism have 
on a person. These seemingly 
humorous and inconsequential 
actions can change the course of 
a person’s life, and it is important 
to understand the gravity and 
seriousness of the situation. It 
is also key to remember that a 
Christian’s highest and most 
difficult calling is to love and 
forgive those who wrong them. 
Embracing these challenging 
principles, the students and 
faculty of Hope continue 
on towards the future with 
optimism and strength. 
le shares stories from his childhood
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ERSPECTIVESP
Early Saturday the U.S. House 
of Representatives passed a giant 
government-wide spending bill. 
The bill reportedly combines $60 
billion in Republican spending 
cuts with additional legislative 
riders to hamper President 
Barack Obama in carrying out 
his policies. 
Politico reports that the final 
vote count was 235-189, and it 
came to an end early Saturday, 
ending the all-night session 
and capping a marathon week 
of legislation in which literally 
hundreds of amendments were 
debated. 
The bill’s passage could be a 
costly move for the Republican 
party. In order to conciliate his 
freshmen legislators, Politico 
reports that House Speaker John 
Boehner, R-Ohio, had to move 
so far right he picked up zero 
Democratic votes and risked 
losing what many saw as an 
opportunity to get a quick win 
in the Senate at the expense of 
Obama. 
Instead, now Senate 
Democrats and majority leader 
Harry Reid (D-Nev.) will be 
more united and stronger 
after Saturday’s margins. Now, 
as Politico reports, the real 
questions become: can Reid, 
Boehner, and Obama pick their 
way through the coming weeks 
without falling into a government 
shutdown?
Politico reports that 
the threat of a government 
shutdown is looming. Since Oct. 
1, agencies have been funded 
under a series of continuing 
resolutions or CR’s, the latest of 
which are due to expire March 
4. Washington is already weary 
with speculation of a shutdown, 
and Saturday’s circumstances are 
more dangerous than the crisis 
in 1995 when Republicans had 
also just taken over the House.
Holding back the possibility 
of a shutdown is that, unlike 
in 1995, the United States is at 
war. With troops in Afghanistan 
and Iraq, this, as Politico claims, 
“profoundly raises the symbolism 
of any shutdown, even as the 
political distance between 
Obama and the new Republican 
tea party majority is far greater 
than what existed between then-
President Bill Clinton and the 
so-called Republican Revolution 
in 1995.”
However, by comparison, 
the current bill is much more 
controversial and reflects a 
greater amount of genuine 
upheaval. The bill stems from 
the base of the Republican ranks 
and demands more spending 
cuts and rein in government 
than anything in 1995. 
The $60 billion in 
reductions are set to be in 
effect during the last six 
months of this fiscal year, 
and they also represent a 14 
percent cut that will sternly 
impact Obama’s agenda. 
Not all of the Republicans 
were on board with three 
members – Reps. Walter 
Jones of North Carolina, Jeff 
Flake of Arizona and John 
Campbell of California – 
seeking more cuts. Politico 
also reports that for its 
part, the appropriations 
leadership is not 100 percent 
on board either. 
“I don’t think the chairman 
of the full committee likes 
the continuing resolution 
very much. If he did, he 
wouldn’t have been required 
to write it three times,” said 
Rep. Steven LaTourette, R-
Ohio, in the closing debate. 
Many on the committee said that 
making $32 billion in cuts would 
have been a far more sensible 
goal in regards to the makeup 
of the Senate lawmakers are 
currently on a Presidents Day 
recess, but the next few days 
House passes $60 billion spending cut bill
Matthew Lee
Co-NatioNal Editor
late night— Members walk down the steps of the house of Representatives as they work 
throughout the night on a spending bill, on Capitol hill in Washington, Feb. 18. 
see sPeNDING, PaGe 4
It’s interesting how Democrats 
are acting now that the roles 
are reversed. Almost a year 
ago, Congressional Democrats, 
with the help of President 
Barack Obama, fast-tracked a 
controversial health care bill 
through Capitol Hill before 
most legislatures even had time 
to read the over 2,000-page bill. 
Now, Republicans in Wisconsin 
want to fast-track a bill through 
their state legislature that will 
supposedly “burden” public 
union workers so much that 
teachers have called in sick and 
caused districts to close school 
for days, while Democratic 
legislators have fled the state. 
Now, that’s not very democratic, 
is it? 
Almost a year ago, 
Republicans tried everything in 
their power to stop the health 
care legislation from reaching 
Congress, but guess what: they 
still went to work and not once 
wasted taxpayer money to make 
a statement. It’s interesting 
how the party that relentlessly 
painted the Republican Party as 
the “party of no” a year ago now 
turns and runs for the hills. 
Let’s take a look at the facts, 
because surely such an outrage 
must be caused by the most 
horrific legislation to ever 
go through Wisconsin’s state 
legislature, right? This piece 
of legislation is supposedly 
such an outcry that it has 
caused protestors to wave signs 
comparing Wisconsin Gov. Scott 
Walker to Adolf Hitler. 
Patrick McIlheran, a columnist 
featured on realclearpolitics.
com reports that Walker’s 
proposed legislation would 
require state employees to pay 
5.8 percent of their salaries 
toward their pension – which, 
by the way, they pay almost 
nothing toward now. Walker 
also wants their health care 
premiums to go up 12.6 percent, 
which would cause their share to 
go from $79 to $200. Just to give 
you a comparison, the average 
private sector employee pays 
$330 in health care premiums. 
Is this really too much to ask 
from employees of a state that 
is projected to face a $3.6 billion 
budget shortfall over the next 
two years and an immediate 
shortfall of $137 million? 
The National Review reports 
that while Wisconsin’s average 
income is 21st in the nation, its 
legislators’ annual salaries rank as 
the ninth-highest in the country. 
Last year when Americans were 
struggling to make ends meet 
all over the country, the same 
Democrats that have now fled 
the state voted to give themselves 
pay increases while they were 
the majority party.
It can be seen as ironic that 
while teachers across Wisconsin 
call in sick and cause schools 
to be closed, Milwaukee public 
schools, as CNBC’s Larry 
Kudlow reports, only graduate 
46 percent of their students. As 
Kudlow asks, shouldn’t someone 
be protesting that?
The situation in Wisconsin 
serves as a perfect example of 
why government employees 
should not have a collective 
bargaining agreement. As 
McIlheran points out in his 
somewhat slapstick editorial, 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt must 
be smiling down on Wisconsin 
state legislators right now. As 
McIlheran explains, Roosevelt 
can be seen as the father of 
modern unionism, as he laid the 
groundwork for the legal and 
administrative paths that led to 
the unionization of 35 percent 
of the nation’s workforce in 
the 1950s. But Roosevelt was 
only in support of unionizing 
the private sector. He openly 
opposed bargaining rights for 
government employees.
“The process of collective 
bargaining, as usually 
understood, cannot be 
transplanted into the public 
service,” Roosevelt wrote in 1937 
to the National Federation of 
Federal Employees. Yes, public 
workers may 
Public unions act cowardly and selfish in Wisconsin’s budget battle
Matthew Lee
Co-NatioNal Editor
see PeRsPeCTIVes, PaGe 4
Photo CourtEsy of assoCiatEd PrEss
pRotestoRs gatheR— protestors gather outside Wisconsin’s state Capitol in 
Madison. protestors from both sides peacefully gathered to make their voice heard on 
Feb. 19. Chants of “pass the bill! pass the bill” were accompanied by their counterpart’s 
chant of “Kill the bill! Kill the bill!”
Photo CourtEsy of assoCiatEd PrEss
Riots in Libya — Libyans stand outside a burning building in benghazi on Monday, Feb. 21. 
Protestors celebrated after gaining control of Libya’s second largest city.
Collective bargaining has no place in government
demand fair treatment, wrote 
Roosevelt. But, he wrote, “I want 
to emphasize my conviction that 
militant tactics have no place” 
in the public sector. “A strike 
of public employees manifests 
nothing less than an intent on 
their part to prevent or obstruct 
the operations of Government.”
It gets worse, though. Since 
this strike has gained national 
attention President Obama has 
issued statements encouraging 
the public union workers to 
continue their fight against what 
he has called an “assault.” Not 
to step on any toes or anything, 
but first of all, this is a state issue 
which renders Obama’s input 
unnecessary, and second, is the 
federal budget in well enough 
shape that the state legislature 
should care about the advice 
from Obama? The answer is 
no. Sorry, but the situation 
in Wisconsin is up to the 
legislators in Wisconsin. Obama 
has no business interjecting his 
opinion when the federal budget 
continues to be in shambles. 
The fact is, as Fox News 
reports, Obama is just attempting 
to rebuild tarnished relations 
with the unions after some union 
leaders are upset over his recent 
proposals to business. 
Fox News also reports that 
Obama’s recent statements put 
him at risk of being classified as 
a partisan after he has been such 
a strong advocate for setting a 
new tone in Washington. 
As Fox News reports, 
Congressional Republicans feel 
that Obama is attempting to 
“muzzle” governors who are 
making efforts to somewhat 
restrain government. 
House Speaker John Boehner, 
R-Ohio, said in a statement 
to Fox News, “His political 
organization is colluding with 
special interest allies across the 
country to demagogue reform-
minded governors who are 
making the tough choices that 
the president is avoiding. The 
president should make it clear 
to his friends that the people 
of Wisconsin, and states across 
America, can handle their own 
affairs without Washington 
special-interest money and 
meddling.”
With unemployment at 
9 percent, the public has 
bigger problems than to feel 
sympathetic for some cowardly 
public sector employees. 
 
 
On Feb. 11 President Hosni 
Mubarak of Egypt stepped down 
from his position as a result 
of massive protests across the 
country. But Egypt was not the 
only place where demonstrations 
have taken place. Along with 
Tunisia, political unrest has 
recently arose in Libya, Yemen, 
Jordan, Bahrain, and Iran; the 
protests from Egypt generated a 
domino effect of political reform 
that spread across the Arab 
world. 
On Feb. 20 the death toll in 
Libya rose to 209 when 25 more 
people were killed as protestors 
used an explosives-laden car and 
a tank to attack a military camp 
in Benghazi. This attack came 
after a clash between marchers of 
a funeral procession and Libyan 
troops. Thousands of mourners 
had gathered in the streets of 
Benghazi on Sunday in a funeral 
procession honoring those 
killed in protests on Saturday. 
As the procession passed by the 
Alfadeel Abu Omar Military 
Camp, uniformed troops opened 
fire on the mourners. 
In another attempt to break 
into the camp, protestors drove a 
tank from a nearby army base and 
obtained weapons. Despite the 
violent efforts of security forces 
to curb the demonstrations, 
protestors told CNN that these 
attempts have just left them even 
more energized. “There are a lot 
of people getting killed for their 
freedom, said one protestor to 
a CNN news team.  “Our goal 
is simple: we want Gadhafi [the 
president of Libya] to leave. 
We want freedom…we want 
democracy.”
In Yemen, for the 10th 
consecutive day, hundreds of 
protestors gathered together 
in the capital of Sana. Some of 
them chanted “First Mubarak, 
now Ali” – they want Yemeni 
President Ali Abdullah Saleh to 
step down.  Online activist Atiaf 
Alwazir said to CNN of this 
protest that “it’s amazing. It’s a 
very peaceful atmosphere.”  
Despite this more peaceful 
protest, at least six people were 
wounded Saturday. In response 
to the unrest, the Yemeni-
run Staba news agency said 
that Saleh blamed the unrest 
on foreign agendas and a plot 
against Yemen’s stability. Staba 
also stated that Saleh wanted 
to see non-violent change 
in the ballot box. Saleh also 
announced that he will not be 
running for re-election in 2013. 
He has been in power for 32 
years. Parliamentary elections 
scheduled for April will be 
postponed to allow more time 
for discussion about reform.
On Feb. 18 conflicts arose in 
Jordan with protestors wanting 
to abolish the peace treaty 
between Jordan and Israel. In 
response to the protests, King 
Abdullah II of Jordan swore a new 
government into office on Feb. 
9. The King told his government 
via Jordanian news agencies to 
enact a “real and quick reform.” 
These political reforms will give 
the newly elected representatives 
and the public more input in the 
decision making process; there 
are hopes that the government 
will eventually be “formed by 
parties and on the basis of the 
clear programs that these parties 
will present.” 
In Iran, thousands of security 
officers swarmed prominent 
sites throughout Tehran and 
other major cities on Sunday, 
beating protestors and using 
acts of intimidation to break up 
the crowds. On Feb. 14 Iran’s 
largest demonstration took 
place with thousands marching 
in the streets of Tehran. Another 
march occurred two days later 
for the funeral of a man killed in 
the demonstration. 
With political unrest 
throughout the Arab world, 
political leaders in Yemen, Jordan 
and Algeria have introduced new 
policies to encourage political 
and economic change. Despite 
these efforts, many protestors 
across the region still deem 
these efforts inadequate and 
continue to call for complete 
governmental reform.
Photo Courtesy the AssoCiAted Press
 Protests continue to roll
 throughout Middle East
Amy Alvine
stAff Writer
NatioNal February 23, 20114 The anchor
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“I for one welcome our 
new computer overlords.”
– Ken Jennings, former “Jeop-
ardy” champion, writes this under 
his Final Jeopardy answer during 
the Watson tournament in which 
he played against Watson, a su-
per-computer designed by IBM.
“These young people 
have done more in a few 
weeks than their parents 
did in 30 years.”
–  Hassan Nafaa, a political-sci-
ence professor at Cairo Univer-
sity, speaks about the Egyptian 
Revolution.
“[Gov. Scott Walker] get-
ting riots, it’s like Cairo’s 
moved to Madison these 
days.”
–  Republican Wisconsin Rep. 
Paul Ryan discussing the thou-
sands protesting in the state’s 
capital city a bill that would strip 
Wisconsin public employees of 
most of their collective bargain-
ing rights and have them pay 
dramatically more for benefits.
“The challenges we face 
in Western New York 
and across the country 
are too serious for me 
to allow this distrac-
tion to continue, and so 
I am announcing that I 
have resigned my seat in 
Congress effective imme-
diately.”
–  Republican Rep. Christopher 
Lee of New York explains his 
resignation after a report surfaces 
that he tried to meet a woman on 
Craigslist.
“Democrats are saying 
‘no’ to the Republican 
majority. We are saying, 
‘Show us the jobs.’”
– House Minority Leader Nancy 
Pelosi (D-Calif.) charges the GOP 
with ignoring job creation.
“They’re developing a 
way to turn sunlight and 
water into fuel for our 
cars.”
– President Obama in his State of 
the Union address, highlighting 
a research program on artificial 
photosynthesis in California.
“I’m not going to say I’m 
going to win yet because 
the fight isn’t done yet. I 
just need to train hard and 
believe in God.” 
– Boxer Manny Pacquiao, an eight-
time world champion boxer, speaks 
about his May 7 fight in Las Vegas 
against Sugar Shane Mosley.
GOP spend-
ing bill moves 
through House
w Spending, from page 3
but the next few days could prove 
vital in shaping public opinion in 
relation to the expansive House 
bill. 
Politico reports, “What 
began as a straight-forward 
budget-cutting exercise is now 
a ledger bulging with provisions 
that touch on everything from 
Western lands management 
to Florida water quality rules, 
Internet regulations, a new 
consumer product safety data 
bank and emissions standards 
for the cement industry.”
When the House reconvenes 
on Feb. 28, Boehner and 
the Republican majority 
must be vigilant as they 
push through a short-term 
extension of current spending 
to avoid a shutdown March 4. 
 





The Hope College 
Independents, a group founded 
last year by Kevin Soubly 
(’11), traveled to New York, 
on Feb. 12 to represent Hope 
at the National Conference of 
Independents.  
The conference was held to 
discuss strategies and means 
of further increasing the 
political power of independent 
voters and was sponsored by 
IndependentVoting.org, the 
largest national Independent 
organization.
Attending were hundreds 
of leaders in the independent 
voting movement from around 
the country. International 
visitors seeking more 
information on politics in 
America also participated, 
such as Lenora Fulani, the first 
legitimate female and African 
American candidate for 
president (she ran in 1988).
 The Hope Independents 
were one of only two 
youth-led organizations in 
the country represented. 
 
GPS event Circo Aereo comes to Dewitt Theater
rtsA
This Week in ArT
Wednesday          Feb. 23 
Wind Ensemble Concert
Dimnent Chapel, 7:30 p.m.
Thursday          Feb. 24 
Arts & Humanities Colloquium
Martha Miller, 3 p.m.
Friday-Saturday          Feb. 25-26 
SAC Weekend Movie: “Harry 
Potter and the Deathly Hol-
lows (part one)”
VanderWerf 102, 8 and 10:30 p.m.
in Brief
“UnDer Milk WooD”   
CoMinG Feb. 18
Hope College Theatre will be 
performing “Under Milk Wood” 
by Dylan Thomas on Friday and 
Saturday, Feb. 18 and 19, and 
Wednesday-Saturday, March 2-
5, at 8 p.m. in the DeWitt Center 
studio theatre.
The cast of “Under Milk 
Wood” includes sophomore 
Skyler Adams of Holland; junior 
Noah Busman of Scotia, N.Y.; 
sophomore Kelsey Colburn of 
Holland; sophomore Sophia 
Daly of Plymouth; freshman 
Alexa Duimstra of Appleton, 
Wis.; freshman Aaron Haecker 
of Winchester, Va.; senior Benja-
min Hertel of Fennville; sopho-
more Haley Hodges of Hart; 
David James of the Hope Eng-
lish faculty; senior Cassie Nie-
spodziewanski of Oak Brook, 
Ill.; junior AmberLyn Scheer-
inga of Schererville, Ind.; junior 
John Telfer of Western Springs, 
Ill.; junior Madison Tustin of 
Plainwell; junior Kara Williams 
of Saline; and freshman Allyson 
Womack of Libertyville, Ill.
Tickets for “Under Milk 
Wood” are $10 for regular ad-
mission, $7 for senior citizens 
and Hope faculty and staff, and 
$5 for students, and are available 
at the ticket office in the main 
lobby of the DeVos Fieldhouse. 
The office is open Mon.-Fri. 8 
a.m.- 5p.m., phone number is 
(616) 395-7890.
“broWn bAG Con-
CerT  SerieS” reTUrnS      
MArCh 4      
          
Hope College musicians 
will perform through the 
monthly “Brown Bag Con-
cert” series at the Holland 
Area Arts Council on Friday, 
March 4, at noon. The public 
is invited. Admission is free.
Founded and directed by Dr. 
Andrew Le of the Hope mu-
sic faculty, the concert series 
takes place on the first Friday 
of each month. Each hour-long 
program consists of a vari-
ety of musical offerings from 
Hope students and teachers.
The Holland Area Arts Coun-
cil is located west of Colum-
bia Avenue at 150 E. Eighth St.
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Circo Aereo is a contemporary 
circus group from Finland. 
Their shows are exciting and 
surprising as they combine all 
forms of artful performance. 
They will be performing in the 
DeWitt theater Friday Feb. 25, at 
7:30 pm, and Saturday Feb. 26, at 
1 p.m. Tickets are on sale at the 
DeVos Fieldhouse ticket office. 
Circo Aereo uniquely 
combines circus performance, 
music, dance and theater. They 
bring together all of these 
elements to create a circus 
experience like no other. 
They have performed in 
approximately 30 different 
countries around the world. 
Because of the versatility of 
their performances, they have 
been asked to perform at several 
different circus, music, dance 
and theater festivals. 
While at Hope, Circo 
Aereo will be performing the 
Finnish-French co-production 
“Espresso”.
 The performance takes us 
through the history of the circus. 
It combines traditional circus art 
with sidewalk performance and 
contemporary circus, all based 
on movement. 
The piece has four different 
artists who create a movement 
of stories both in the air, and on 
the ground. They use the arts 
of juggling, dance, and aerial 
performance to bring these 
stories to life. 
Circo Aereo are known for 
artistic exploration in their 
pieces as well as for a collective 
input from the entire group 
which is put into each piece. 
Circo Aereo transforms 
and changes music, props and 
costumes to fit the fantasy of 
their Artistic Director Maksim 
Komaro. 
Circo Aereo combines all 
forms of the performing arts to 
create a truly unique experience 
for all of its viewers. 
They have astonished and 
mesmerized audiences all over 
the world, and it is Hope’s turn 
to experience their remarkable 
art of performance. “Expresso” 
is the groups’ newest piece, 
which they have performed in 
places such as Paris, Switzerland 
and Syria. 
Helsingin Sanomat of Finland 
said, “Espresso is like a treasure 
chest full of the things of which 
circus is made, filled with 
beautiful sights, meticulous join 
efforts, and inventive surprises.” 
Katie Schewe
Arts Co-editor
Photo Courtesy of CirCoAereo.net
IRON AND WINE
Kiss Each Other Clean
On his albums, Sam Beam (Iron and Wine) has always sounded very
much like the quiet, bearded man whispering lovingly over hushed guitar that he is. 
Like Sam Beam, this album had great potential to sound bearded. It actually just sounds 
like a guy now, without a progressive beard. Beam experiments with lots of new sounds on 
this album, some of which work better than others. Lyrically, the album is just as poetic and 
rhythmic as past albums. Musically, it has a warmer, poppier sound to it. During an interview, 
Beam stated, “it’s more of a focused pop record. It sounds like the music people heard in their 
parent’s car growing up…that early-to-mid-’70s FM, radio-friendly music.” It’s nice to see 
him trying new things, and “Kiss Each Other Clean” is a worthy album in its own right, but 
anyone expecting it to sound like Iron and Wine’s past works will be a bit confused.
THE RADIO DEPT
Passive Aggressive - The Singles: 2002-2010
Since you probably haven’t heard of The Radio Dept, 
you’ll probably be surprised to find out that this band you 
haven’t heard of is already successful enough to be putting 
out a compilation of singles (and a bonus disc of worthwhile 
B-sides). Turns out, they’ve been around since 1995 and are great, 
but they don’t have a lot of stateside exposure, probably because they 
are Swedish. Their sound hearkens back to early post-punk bands like 
New Order who mixed keyboards and drum machines with gloomy 
lyrics and catchy pop hooks. Fans of 
M83 will enjoy their warm, dreamy 
sound, and fans of Peter Bjorn and 
John something similarly danceable 
and European. But The Radio 
Dept. deserve to be listened to 
on their own terms, so if you’re 
interested in them, this is a 
great album to start with.
THE DECEMBERISTS 
The King Is Dead
Sometimes when a band gets too comfortable at replicating 
its own sound from album to album, the fans start to hope 
for some sort of dramatic shift in style and approach. 
From Bob Dylan to Radiohead to Sufjan Stevens, artists 
always seem to get a lot of respect for big reinventions of 
themselves, even if they have to lose some fans. Maybe the 
Decemberists’ last album, “The Hazards of Love” was one 
of those successful reinventions, but we at WTHS were 
unanimously disappointed by their shift towards the lofty 
conceptual rock epic. Thankfully, their new album is both 
a return to form and a reinvention. “The King Is Dead” is 
certainly the indie-folk Decemberists of old, filled with 
acoustic guitar and big proper nouns, yet it isn’t a retread. 
With the help of fellow Americans Gillian Welch and Peter 
Buck (of R.E.M.), they’ve made 
an album that’s both pastoral 
and defiant, sounding distinctly 
American for the first time. 
Decemberists fans probably 
won’t hail this as their best work 
yet, but will be pleased to see 
them being themselves again.
Reviews courtesy of WTHS music directors, Paul Rice, Laura Hel-
derop and Aaron Martin.
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Kleiman’s Pool Party clobbers rival dangeRuss
Bryant Russ: ‘We can trust no one’ Andrew Young: ‘My side of the story’ 
Aleesa Ribbens
Guest Writer
It was the splash heard ‘round 
the world. In one swift second, 
the timer hit zero, and Kleiman’s 
Pool Party claimed sweet victory 
over dangeRuss. 
The inner tube water polo 
match, held in the Dow last 
Thursday night, was arguably one 
of the biggest sporting events of 
the 21st century. 
Flocks of fans came out to 
witness a match that had gained 
more hype than the annual foot-
ball game between Ohio State 
and the University of Michigan. 
Throughout the entire match, the 
cheering section was exception-
ally louder than Calvin’s entire 
student body last month when 
Hope dominated on the basket-
ball court.  
“VanZyl: A House Divided” 
is a modern day tale of a deep 
friendship plagued by lies, be-
trayal, resentment, competition 
and anger. Thursday’s match can 
be seen as a call for forgiveness 
and the starting point of a long 
road to redemption.
This rivalry began with one 
man’s dreams of greatness and 
was thwarted by another man’s 
hopes for success. 
Seniors Bryant Russ and 
Andrew Young have been friends 
since their freshman year. They 
met in Durfee, moved to DeGraaf 
and currently live across the hall 
from each other in VanZyl. This 
winter their friendship faced the 
ultimate test when Young decid-
ed to create his own Intramural 
inner tube water polo team. 
Russ, a two-time water polo 
champion, was named Kleiman’s 
Pool Party captain after the 
graduation of its 
original founders.  
After neglecting 
to invite Young to 
be on his water 
polo team, Young 
and his housemate 
Daniel Branch 
(’11) set out to 
form a secret wa-
ter polo team. 
The secret plans 
were revealed 
in mid January. 
“I came into the 
house [one day] 
and my dear 
brother, Andrew 
Young, said to 
me, ‘I’ll see you 
tonight,’” recalled 
Russ adding that 
suspicions were 
raised when he 
realized he had a 
water polo cap-
tains’ meeting that 
night. “I said, ‘No, 
I won’t be around 
tonight. I have a team captains’ 
meeting.’  
Andrew looked straight in my 
eyes and said, ‘Yes, I’ll see you at 
7.’”
Needless to say, Russ and four 
of his housemates and fellow 
teammates – Garrett Anderson 
(’11), Ronald Radcliffe (’11) and 
Jonathan Wielenga (’11), were 
devastated to hear of Young 
and Branch’s actions. “It was as 
if my entire world had stopped 
and was thrown upside down,” 
said Russ. 
Upon receiving the news, 
Russ called Hope alumnus 
and founder of Kleiman’s Pool 
Party, Kyle Mastenbrook, to see 
if he had heard the news.  
“It was shocking that people 
who I would have previously 
described as friends would at-
tempt to sabotage something as 
beautiful as Kleiman’s Pool Party,” 
stated Mastenbrook.
The rift between VanZyl ex-
panded even further when a new 
betrayal was discovered. “Our 
beloved friend and sister, Katie 
Lovinger, was stolen away by the 
enemy,” mourned Radcliffe.
When reached for comment, 
Lovinger (’11) released a state-
ment confirming that Branch 
and Young had indeed ap-
proached her back in Novem-
ber to join Team dangeRuss. “I 
thought Daniel and Andrew’s 
idea was hilari-
ous ... it has been 
fun playing with 
[them].”
As the season 
began, the ten-
sion extended 
beyond the walls 









(’11), “It was re-
ally hard to see 
my close friends 
go through such 
a hard time of 





match, both the 
outcome of the 
game and the VanZyl friendship 
was unpredictable. 
“I didn’t say anything before 
the game and I didn’t say 
anything after the game. I let 
the game speak for itself,” said 
Kleiman’s Pool Party goalie, Jona-
than Wielenga.
After being down 2 – 1 at the 
half, Kleiman’s Pool Party attack-
man, Radcliffe, scored his first 
hat trick to end the game with a 2 
– 4 score. 
The sweat, blood and tears 
Kleiman’s Pool Party had put into 
each practice finally paid off as 
they emerged from the pool to 
the cheers and applause of the 
crowd.
“It was awesome,” recalled 
Regan. “I wasn’t even there, but 
they were some of the best ESPN 
highlights I’ve ever seen in my 
life.”
In a post game interview Russ 
proclaimed that it “felt great to be 
a winner.”
Upon exiting the locker room 
with his head held high, Young 
stated that he was humbled to 
lose to a team of seasoned veter-
ans. 
Moving forward, it is obvious 
these battle wounds will need 
time to heal, but Young is hopeful 
that life will return to normal 
once the playoffs are over. 
Russ plans to work alongside 
Young to implement a no water 
polo zone in Vanzyl. “We won’t 
talk about it and if we have to 
meet with our respective teams, 
we’ll meet secretly.” 
“Deep down we love these 
guys and they love us. We need 
to learn to make sure that our 
brotherhood comes first before 
the competition.”
Wed. Jan. 19, 2011.
 
Dear Journal,
The whole world just turned upside down. Everything I thought I knew is falling apart before my very eyes. Andrew Young – one of my 
best friends – has created a water polo team behind my back! To put it more concretely, Anakin Skywalker just killed Mace Windu. Et Tu 
Brute?
I’ve noticed something funny going on this week: whispers, mysterious texts, silent glances that said so much. I just never thought it 
would be this. This! After learning the depth of betrayal (AY, Daniel, Izze) I began frantically calling our team just to reassure myself that 
there is still light in the world. Oh, but how little now shines! After hearing my message, Katie Lovinger texted this one word: Oops? :) 
Ouch. That’s when I got nervous. I called Kyle Mastenbrook; he’s clean. I said, “Sorry for my lack of faith, friend. There are just so few 
patriots left in this world.”
I’m going to try to recruit Kylie (Andrew’s fiancé); that is, if she hasn’t yet sided with evil. 
We can trust no one. This is war. 
Yours truly,
Bryant Russ
What prompted you to start a 
water polo team?
Andrew Young: For the past 
three years, inner tube water 
polo had never really been on 
my radar. I liked to focus more 
on sports such as softball. I 
recently discovered inner tube 
water polo and said, “Hey this 
really looks like something 
that I can excel at,” and I so I 
decided to form a team. 
Why didn’t you join Bryant 
Russ’ team?
AY: I didn’t want to impede 
on their championship team, 
so out of my deep respect for 
them, I decided to form a sec-
ond team. 
Why did you decide to form 
a team in secret rather than 
being open and honest with 
Bryant about your desire to be 
on a water polo team?
AY: I did it because I didn’t think 
they would approve, and I really 
did not want to step on their toes. 
I decided that I owed them re-
spect. After all, they are my dear 
brothers in Christ. I did not want 
to disappoint them. 
How has this affected your 
relationship with your house-
mates who play for Kleiman’s 
Pool Party?
AY: I really didn’t mean for there 
to be any bad feelings. I respect 
these guys, and I wanted them 
to win every single night except 
for the night that we went head 
to head. I went to many of their 
games, even sitting on the high 
dive so I could see the entire 
playing field and was rooting with 
them for that I had. 
What were your thoughts and 
emotions going into Thursday’s 
game against Kleiman’s Pool 
Party?
AY: I knew it was going to be a 
tough battle because I have so 
much respect for these guys. 
They have won the champion-
ship the past two years, and we’re 
newcomers into the league. I feel 
like we have a lot of talent on 
our team and a lot of potential. 
Playing the season’s veterans was 
like a game between the Yankees 
and the Tampa Bay Devil Rays; 
unfortunately we didn’t come out 
on top. But you know what? It 
was a really great battle and I’m 
proud of my team and how we 
played. 
What does the friendship 
between you and your house-
mates look like now that the 
game is over?
AY: I’d say that it has blos-
somed. Before, it was a blos-
som because it was summer, 
and now that it’s winter it has 
closed. And it was during the 
winter that Bryant found out 
that we had started a water 
polo team. Now that we’re both 
going to the playoffs, it’s begin-
ning to blossom once again.
It’s coming full circle; it’s the 
circle of life. 
Kleiman’s Pool Party dangeRuss
Katie Lovinger (’11), came face-to-face with her former team for 
the first time in the most speculated game of the season.
A HOUSE DIVIDED— Best friends since freshman year, the status of Bryant Russ (’11), 
Jonathan Wielenga (’11), Daniel Branch (’11), Garrett Anderson (’11), Ronald Radcliffe (’11), 
Andrew Young and Matt Izenbaard’s friendship has yet to be determined after last Thursday’s 
rival water polo match between Kleiman’s Pool Party and dangeRuss.
Coach Matt Izenbaard (’11), showed of his strategy prior to the 
start of the match. Sadly, it wasn’t enough to clinch a victory.
Captain Bryant Russ (’11), pumped up his team by delivering a 
heartwrenching pregame speech. 
Attackman Ronald Radcliffe (’11), went in for the kill and record-
ed the first hat trick in inner tube water polo history. 
Bryant Russ (’11) was betrayed by longtime friend Andrew 
Young (’11) when he created his own water polo team. 
All photos by AleesA ribbens
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Paradoxical perspectives
Two weeks from this Friday, a little thing 
called Dance Marathon will take over Hope’s 
campus. I am so excited—Dance Marathon is 
amazing, fantastic, crazy, long, tiring, excit-
ing and rewarding. 
For those of you who have been living un-
der a rock during your Hope College experi-
ence, Dance Marathon is the 24-hour fund-
raiser that Hope College puts on the Friday 
and Saturday before Spring Break each year. 
All funds raised go directly to the Helen DeVos 
Children’s Hospital in Grand Rapids. And it’s 
seriously the greatest thing ever.
Everybody knows that Dance Marathon 
means standing on your feet for 24 hours. You 
wear a white T-shirt while “moralers” get yel-
low shirts (and can leave after eight hours). 
Some families come and  share stories, and 
at the end everybody stands in a circle and 
cries. (Yeah, if somebody had tried selling it 
to me that way, I probably wouldn’t have done 
it either). To truly understand and appreciate 
Dance Marathon, you have to look a little bit 
below the surface. 
First of all it’s important to consider why 
we dance. We dance because there are kids 
who can’t. Many of us have never had a ma-
jor health scare—we’re a blessed campus as a 
whole—but there are so many children who 
fight each day just to make it to their next 
birthday. Places like Helen DeVos help these 
kids and their families in the fight. 
The funds raised for Dance Marathon cer-
tainly are significant, but in my three previ-
ous marathons, the value of experiences I’ve 
had with my fellow students as well as the 
miracle families has far surpassed any money 
I could ever raise. How often do we inten-
tionally make ourselves uncomfortable or go 
out of our way to let someone else know that 
we care for an hour, much less 24 consecu-
tive hours? Dance Marathon is a chance to 
hit the pause button on our lives and show an 
incredible group of people that their strug-
gles matter to us.
I don’t doubt that you’re busy and don’t get 
enough sleep—Lord knows that I need a lot 
more than the six or seven hours I get most 
nights and should probably quit one of my 
three jobs—but I can guarantee that if you 
participate in Dance Marathon and have an 
open heart and mind, it will be a life-changing 
experience. I’m not saying that you’ll suddenly 
switch your career path to become a medical 
researcher or start volunteering at the hospi-
tals in Grand Rapids. However, seeing 300-plus 
fellow students dig deep to push through achy 
joints and sleep deprivation to get excited for 20 
amazing kids and their families after 24 hours 
on their feet--it’s a powerful experience. 
I feel the need for a disclaimer, though. I 
am a firm believer that everyone should get 
involved with Dance Marathon. I understand 
that not everyone is physically able to dance, 
but please: if you are going to break all the 
rules (bring a cell phone, have friends sneak 
caffeine in, go sit down in the bathrooms, 
etc), do yourself—and the miracle families—
a favor and think long and hard about why 
you’re participating. 
Dance Marathon is a physical and emo-
tional marathon; those who aren’t willing to 
humble themselves and be a little ridiculous 
for 24 hours will not help the miracle families, 
their fellow participants or themselves. It’s 
about stretching yourself while showing that 
you care for an incredible group of people 
who really truly can use our support.
To those already planning on participat-
ing, get psyched and start catching up on 
your sleep—it’s going to be so much fun! And 
just remember that at the end of the day, it 
really is all for the kids. Oh! And don’t for-




Twisted fate has ruined us 
with this February heat wave. 
So, now, I’ll have to write the 
tired column of my predeces-
sors in the same way that they wrote it.  And, since this 
will probably be my last column, I might get a little sen-
timental…
I want to have a parade.  Listen:  it’s a natural pro-
gression from all this Stand Up business.  There’s been 
so much talk about campus solidarity, and there’s noth-
ing more solid than a parade—everyone is moving in the 
same direction for a final destination.  This isn’t a pro-
test; it’s a celebration. I want tubas and batons, jugglers, 
fire eaters.  If you’re good at something, you should be in 
the parade and do that.  And, if you’re not good at any-
thing, you should be in the parade and do that because 
that would be a memorable thing.  
My most memorable experience at Hope was the big 
rain two years ago.  It rained all day, and it continued into 
the night.  The streets were partially flooded by dusk.  
By nine o’clock, people were running down the halls of 
Kollen to go outside to play in the Kraken-sized puddles 
and yelling “Follow us! We’re going to play in the rain!” 
On the third invite, I accepted.  It was magical outside.  It 
seemed like the whole campus was out there—sliding in 
the mud, pushing waterlogged cars out of small lakes.  It 
was a beautiful community.  I felt like a child Gene Kelly 
from “Singin’ in the Rain” in Never Never Land right be-
fore the big Christian flood.  Pause, reader, and consider 
that last sentence.  
Looking back on the big rain, Stand Up, and the Hope-
lessness of my time attempting to contact people through 
the Anchor, I feel like I should have gotten down more 
often in the rain.  I should have gotten more funky with 
the people around me, acted more as a member of a com-
munity.  I realize that I might not be surrounded by as 
many like-minded, strong-minded, educated people as I 
am right now.  
This is the force behind the ring-by-spring concept. 
People realize that the number of potential, adequate 
suitors plummets after graduation.  I feel similarly, only 
with learning.  I don’t want to get with the ladies in my 
last three months; I want to get with all the knowledge 
that Hope has to offer.  That knowledge is in the com-
munity.  We’re all real smart. 
The problem is that people don’t move away much 
from their cliques.  For instance, the 12 people that read 
this column will say, “Word.  I agree.”  But they already 
agreed.  Nothing has changed.  Those 12 people should 
grab 12 more people, and those 12, 12 more, and so on, 
and so on, until the whole campus is involved.  And, 
then, we should have parade, so we can all see how bril-
liant at doing stuff everyone is.  But that may take public 
action just short of peeing in the Pine Grove: realizing 
the power of our education.
Now, as I’ve had confusing messages in the past, I will 
make the messages of this column very clear by offset-
ting them with a colon:  Get together.  Do stuff.  Let’s 
have a parade.
Rob’s serious about the parade.  Contact him, if you’re 
interested.  Also, he’s thrown out his anti-self-referenti-






You slip on your headphones, move into a 
world outside of your own. You turn on Pan-
dora, hopefully to a “quick mix” of five favorite 
bands. You beg for new jams to dance to, feel to, sing to, clean to — what-
ever it may be. Then you hit the next button. And again, you hit the next 
button. At some point, an advertisement comes on and you wonder when 
you will ever find your new soul song.
Then, it happens. The guitar starts strumming, and the singer starts 
belting; you are sure this song was made for you. The lyrics speak your sto-
ry, and the hairs on your arms start to dance, signaling that you’ve found 
it: your soul song.
I don’t know if I coined the phrase, or if it’s been passed around for 
decades, and I just haven’t been in on that particular game of telephone, 
but there’s no better way to describe that song: your soul song. Of course, 
soul songs come in waves. I’ve had a cornucopia of them, ranging from 
Underoath, to Tracy Chapman, to Mumford & Sons. But one of them has 
been timeless for me: “I’m Ready” by Jack’s Mannequin.
He sings, “I’m ready, I’m ready, I’m ready,” like it’s going out of style, and 
my heart thuds with him, I’m ready, I’m ready, I’m ready! I feel alive and 
real and on edge in the best of ways.
But then, the punch: “...all at once I realize/ my life has become a boring 
pop song and everyone’s singing along.” My life is a boring pop song. Can 
you picture it now? My closest friends and complete strangers tune into 
my life on the radio. 
“Oh, I’ve heard this one before,” one says. 
“Same ol’, same ol’,” says another.
It’s not even the glorified song and dance found in countless brat pack 
movies, or the one hit wonders that we listen to a decade later and know 
every word. No, the boring pop song life is not glamorous or sugarcoated. 
It’s human.
The common thread that weaves itself through my years of soul songs 
is a common thread in my life: plain Jane, clear as day, human truth. The 
last thing I want for myself is an unoriginal life. In fact, most aspects of 
my life center on originality and the want to be fresh and avant-garde. But 
don’t we all have those days, the boring pop song days? We sleep too late 
to take a shower; we wear a sweatshirt and jeans; we spot our crush and 
look the other way; we gossip; we nap; we blend into the crowd.
And then, when we least expect it from ourselves, we’ll stand out. We’ll 
search Pandora like it’s literally Pandora’s box until we find a new anthem, 
a new soul song. The hairs on your arms will dance along with you as you 
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Letters to the Editors
Hope has had the correct response 
to this act of racism. And likewise, the 
student body has appropriately ac-
knowledged the severity of an act like 
this. However, homosexuals on Hope’s 
campus are victims of ongoing discrimi-
nation.  Institutionally, our college has 
a deplorable stance regarding morality 
of homosexuals. Our administration ex-
plicitly prevents them from fully partak-
ing in a Hope College experience.
As stated in Hope’s 1995 Institu-
tional Statement on Homosexuality, 
“Neither does [Hope College]  condone 
organizations or activities that aim to 
vindicate  the moral acceptability of ho-
mosexual acts, or that suggest by their 
manner of presenting themselves that 
they have that aim in view. Specifically, 
the College will not provide recognition 
or financial or logistical support for or-
ganizations or groups whose purposes 
include the advocacy or moral legitimi-
zation of homosexual behavior.”
I see a parallel between the recent at-
tack on minorities and the exclusion of 
homosexuals on campus. However, the 
latter gets only a fraction of the attention 
it deserves.  Please consider comment-
ing on the need for equality between all 
walks of life at Hope College.
  Respectfully, 
  Dean Hazle (’12)
Explicitly prevented
From the inside out
Indefensible
On Jan. 28, the Board of Trustees 
voted to replace the college’s long-
standing Institutional Statement on 
Homosexuality with a new “Position 
Statement on Human Sexuality.” 
On Nov. 9 last semester, there was 
an incident of vandalism that included 
the word “gay” being spray painted 
across a sidewalk that prompted a vigil 
of 200 students and community mem-
bers to protest discrimination and at-
tacks on individuals based on their 
sexual orientation. 
Due to this events and a few oth-
ers like them, the issue of LGBT rights 
on Hope’s campus has become a fre-
quently discussed topic. As I reported 
on these events for this newspaper, two 
potentially noteworthy stories came to 
my attention.
The first involved the alleged dis-
missal in 2006 of a professor based on 
his sexuality. The second dealt with 
the reported threatening of a Hope 
student, fall semester, stemming from 
her role lobbying for LGBT rights on 
campus. Upon first hearing these sto-
ries I thought I had struck journalistic 
gold. Wrongful dismissals and an ad-
ministration trying to silence students 
would easily be the biggest story I have 
ever reported on. 
But as I investigated more thor-
oughly, I realized that these two sto-
ries might not be all that they initially 
seemed to be, and the story I was left 
with was a lot less newsworthy and 
somehow more depressing.
In discussions with Hope faculty 
and students on this topic, the story 
of Dr. John Hanson, a former Hope 
professor, first came to my attention. 
I contacted Hanson, and he relayed 
his explanation of his dismissal from 
Hope. He reported that in his time at 
Hope, which ended in 2006, he was de-
nied tenure as a result of coming out as 
an openly gay member of the faculty. 
Shortly after hearing this story, I asked 
President James Bultman about the 
dismissal.
“That’s a question that I simply can’t 
answer. I’d like to because it would be 
vindicating. I’ve had a longstand-
ing commitment that I would 
never, as an administrator, discuss 
personnel issues in the public square. 
I never have and I never will. It’s hurt 
because people make accusations that 
are not true, and I feel like I can either 
defend them by revealing what I think 
is confidential information, or I can 
stay true to a principle that says that 
I won’t discuss personnel issues in the 
public square.”
An administrative policy to not dis-
cuss personnel issues is not something 
uncommon or even unreasonable, but 
because of this policy, the story is little 
more than a “he-said, she-said” argu-
ment. If this were presented as a news 
story, I would need to accuse at least 
one party of blatant and intentional 
deception, and this accusation would 
be based not on facts but on guess-
work.
The second story involved a Hope 
student who made the claim that she 
had received calls and an email which 
stated that if she did not stop partici-
pating in gay-rights advocacy, her aca-
demic scholarships would be revoked. 
This claim has been repeated in class-
room discussions and is even backed 
by some Hope faculty. However, no 
evidence was ever uncovered or pro-
vided to suggest that this type of threat 
was issued.
I thought I might have stumbled 
on something controversial and ex-
citing with these two stories. Instead, 
I am left at this point with just a few 
non-provable accusations. However, I 
did come away with one clear theme, 
which was the absolute lack of civility 
and cooperation in the discussion of 
this subject amongst opposing parties. 
Whatever the truth is regarding 
these stories, and regardless of how 
one stands on LGBT issues, the re-
peated personal insults I heard, many 
of which were directed towards Presi-
dent Bultman and the Hope Adminis-
tration, are indefensible. They result in 
the formation of hostile environment 
that inherently lacks the potential for 
healthy and productive debate, with-
out which nothing can be changed.
Chris Russ
Campus Co-Editor
Coming from an area growing up, I was always the majority or so I thought. People 
of my race always surrounded me and when I would have history class I felt it was 
just that, a story about (HIS) past. Stories of discrimination, inequality, and hatred 
towards African Americans. Don’t get me wrong those stories where profound but I 
never thought they were needed in today’s NOW.
So I took on an adventure and left all what I knew. On a plane, I flew to Michigan not 
knowing what I would go through. No one knows the silent tears I cry while being 
there. How I feel left out and how I don’t belong. I remember a saying that goes like 
this “This is a white man’s world” and for a second that’s what I began to believe.
Now that I know racism still exists and not only that but in the midst of where I cur-
rently dwell, I feel there’s nothing I could do but be a voice for my people and love as 
Christ tells me to. 
       Camerra Lightbourn (’14)
What I thought was the past is now the present
My heart fell. I didn’t know how to 
explain my feelings to others. I was an-
gry. I was sad. I was ashamed. Why was 
I ashamed, though? I felt like I didn’t do 
anything to help the situation. I could 
have done something. 
These past days have caused a whirl-
wind of emotions inside my heart. My 
best friend was affected by the situation. 
Seeing him struggle made me struggle. 
Something needs to be done. 
This is not acceptable behavior. This 
will never be acceptable behavior. It’s time 
to take a stand. It’s time to speak up. This 
is not what God intended for this world. 
We are all meant to be equal-to have equal 
opportunities in all that we do. 
Why can’t we all be the people that 
God called us to be? A people who strive 
to pursue a life that honors God, a peo-
ple where there is not one man above 
the other, regardless of sex or ethnicity. 
In Galatians 3:28, it says, “There is nei-
ther Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave 
nor free, there is no male and female, for 
you are all one in Christ Jesus.” 
Learn about your other brothers and 
sisters in Christ. Be a true friend-one 
that takes the time to listen, one that is 
there to help when someone is strug-
gling, and one who learns how to give of 
their time selflessly. Understand that not 
everyone’s story is the same. We are all 
made in Christ’s image. It’s time to take 
a stand. Be the person that God created 
you to be. Together, we are one.
  
  Alyssa Barigian (’12)
‘Why can’t we all be the people God called us to be?’
Growing up, I never faced any preju-
dice for my ethnicity.  But in my first se-
mester at Hope, I had several encounters 
with people who ignorantly said things 
that cut me to the core.  Before coming 
to Hope, I had never given racism much 
thought—because I hadn’t been affected 
by it. But the personal attacks I’ve dealt 
with on campus, though minor and unin-
tentional, opened my eyes to have a better 
understanding of the pain and emotional 
battering that is inflicted upon a discrimi-
nated individual.  
I believe that “racist” and “derogatory” 
remarks are not simply actions that offend 
someone because of the shade of their skin. 
Or their accent. Or their lifestyle. It runs 
so much deeper, agitating the framework 
of who we are and who we have become. 
It cuts into the heart of our heritage.  
When someone thoughtlessly degrad-
ed the people I relate to by blood, I wasn’t 
offended on an individual level. Instead, I 
was left stinging and frustrated by the dis-
respect and ignorance he demonstrated 
towards the ones who shaped me into 
who I am today: namely my grandparents 
and my great-grandparents. You see, in a 
world that is striving to achieve equality 
and respect for all people, I have it so easy. 
But my predecessors did not.  The sacri-
fices they made, the embarrassments they 
faced, the dignity they maintained, and 
the dogged loyalty to a country that bla-
tantly regarded them as inferior deserves 
the utmost respect and honor.
So in that light, maybe we need to ap-
proach solving this problem at Hope from 
a different angle. Maybe meetings on “rac-
ism” and “acceptance” have their place. 
But so often, I hear them met with a lot of 
eyes rolled and ears closed.  
What if we told our stories?  Of the 
grandparents thrown in concentration 
camps.  The money stolen.  The jeers and 
rejection.  And what if we told others of 
our relatives’ responses?  Their determina-
tion to rise above such malicious, imma-
ture behavior.  Their steadfast examples of 
patience and perseverance, to show to the 
world that they were stronger.  
People need to be led through the 
atrocity in the shoes of the one who was 
wronged, in order to arrive at a point of 
understanding and respect.  So I encour-
age those who have been attacked—when 
talking to people who are ignorantly indif-
ferent, don’t just throw back terms associ-
ated with “racism”.  Show them the face, 
the life, the soul of one you love who has 
personified discrimination. 
  Annalise Klein (’14)
‘A different angle’
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We are coming together, for 
in the throes of this social tem-
pest our voices are as loud and 
as numerous as water droplets 
in the sea. Hands dark brown to 
hands light white, we will em-
brace one another and march 
together and protest ANY and 
EVERY instance of racism that 
happens on this campus.  
Enough is enough.
The time to end racism on 
this campus and community is 
now. We are all here to learn, to 
grow in our wisdom and accep-
tance of others, not to indulge in 
shameful and revolting acts of 
ignorance and disgracefulness. 
Personally, to all the absolutely 
beautiful, gorgeous, talented, in-
telligent, glorious people of color 
who go to this school, sincerely, 
from the bottom of my heart, I 
AM SO SORRY, I feel guilty, en-
raged, ashamed, horrified, and 
so confused about what has hap-
pened.  All I can say is that I am 
proud and so, SO privileged to 
know all of you that look differ-
ent from me and speak different 
tongues and come from different 
countries and backgrounds.
Like a great serpent reach-
ing a new stage in its life we 
must shed the rotting, decaying 
straight jacket of racism and in-
tolerance, of inaction and indif-
ference, that has cloaked this 
institution for too long, and 
emerge unhindered, vibrant and 
actively seeking out a prosper-
ous and peaceful new future in 
which ignorance is restrained 
and activism is ignited in the 
depth of every soul.  Change and 
a sense of community is infect-
ing this campus; it spreads in the 
touch of a hand, in the words 
of one friend to another, in the 
growth of acceptance and the 
questioning of beliefs we once 
held to be certain and concrete. 
No time is better to shed our old 
flesh that is remnant of a distant 
past, and take our places as pio-
neers of justice and acceptance 
in the community we must all 
call our home.  Accomplish 
this, and all the scars and blem-
ishes of racism and ignorance 
will fade, becoming mere whis-
pers and small shadows of what 
Hope once was, and what it is no 
more.
Emily Dittmar (’14)
To whom it may concern,
After witnessing the racial discrimination incident that occurred 
Jan. 26, engaging in conversations with students who were affected 
on many different levels, and attending meetings regarding the topic, 
I feel compelled to respond to President Bultman’s statement to the 
campus. I hope this statement will be a positive contribution to this 
ongoing conversation and to Hope’s mission to prepare its students 
“…for lives of leadership and service in a global society…”
“This is the time for all of us to SUPPORT our brothers and sisters 
of color who grace our campus and daily enrich our lives.  We love 
you, care about you, and share your hurt.”
President Bultman
Does this use of the words “we” and “you” imply that we are a 
white community who welcomes people “of color” so that they can 
“grace” us with their presence and serve to enrich our lives?  Why 
does Hope College strive for cultural diversity?  Does it make for a 
better liberal arts education for its white students? 
Realizing the absurdity of these questions, one must realize that 
this type of language reveals an innate unconscious segregation. 
Those who insist that we should not criticize our administration for 
doing its best in dealing with this situation fail to realize that it is this 
mindset that dictates how we respond to these situations, and why 
Hope College fails to understand true diversity and multicultural-
ism.
  It understands that everyone is equal in the eyes of God, and that 
it is beneficial and necessary to live among people who come from 
different backgrounds with different beliefs.  
The problem lies in how this challenge is approached: when we 
see color and say “diversity”.  We fail to consider other types of di-
versity such as religion, socioeconomic status, sexual orientation or 
geographic origin. Even worse, every “brother or sister of color” is 
seen as a sufficient representation of the entire minority.  Hope will 
never be able achieve true unity if it continues to segregate all non-
white students into a minority with such language.
I must add that this type of unintentional discrimination goes 
both ways.  As a white member of the Hope community I have been 
told that I (“you guys”) will never understand.  On what basis was 
this person assuming that I wouldn’t understand?  Surly it wasn’t 
the color of my skin…or was it?  I am not a minority based on the 
color of my skin; however I’ve had experiences that have shaped my 
beliefs, problem solving skills, tolerance, as well as other aspects that 
do not relate to skin color.  
This also suggests that I have the mindset of all other white mem-
bers of Hope’s campus, or worse, that all white members of Hope’s 
Campus share the belief that the poster in question is not offensive 
but instead “tasteful” (one student’s response to the poster).   
While racial discrimination is a critical issue that Hope College 
should be combating, the solution needs to come from the root of 
the problem.  
Instead of highlighting superficial differences our language should 
be inclusive. If anything good has come out of this incident, it is con-
tained in the revelation of Hope’s misunderstandings about diversity 
and the pressing need to  resolve this problem.  
Instead implying that the white majority should console and de-
fend the minority, we should realize that discriminatory acts have 
the potential to hurt anyone.  
Thus we should come together as a community to help and teach 
each other regardless of the color of our skin. 
Joe Habbouche (’12)
Letters to the Editors
‘Enough is enough’
“We” and “you”
Interested in working for the Anchor next year?
Available positions coming soon.
We are here to get an education,
To work towards making a sound foundation.
So why must we have to add unnecessary issues to our lives like our 
skin color,
why can’t we be treated like any other?
We can’t ignore these issues and keep letting them manifest,
we have to speak out and stand up which is best.
We have to let people know that their so called humor is like a tumor, 
affecting the minds, body, and souls of so many here on campus.
Like the song where is the love says,
Whatever happened to the values of humanity?
Whatever happened to the fairness and equality?
Instead of spreading love we’re spreading animosity, 
lack of understanding is leading us away from unity.
And these lyrics are so true.
We need to take this time to come together and really evaluate the 
things we say and do.
Until we learn how to respect and accept one another,
we will stay not being Hope’s college students but 




Head women’s basketball 
coach Brian Morehouse always 
admires a strong defensive effort. 
The Flying Dutch have been de-
fensive warriors all season, and 
they know that limiting teams 
to low point totals will catapult 
them to great success in both the 
regular season and during tour-
nament time. 
On Wednesday night, the 
Dutch traveled to Olivet to take 
on the Comets in an MIAA 
matchup. Once again, the re-
lentless defense proved to be the 
catalyst to the Dutch’s 82-43 vic-
tory and 24th win of the season. 
Morehouse has plenty of con-
fidence in his team’s defensive 
prowess because it is their pri-
mary focus during practice.     
“Defense is what we do,” 
Morehouse said. “It takes up a 
large part of practices.  Along 
with great scouting reports from 
our assistant coaches, the effort 
put forth usually leads to a good 
defensive performance.”
While the defense was intact 
on Wednesday night, Hope also 
put on a great scoring display. 
After facing a 10-6 deficit early 
in the first half, the Dutch went 
on a quick 9-3 run to take a 15-
13 lead with 10:50 to go in the 
half. 
The Dutch were working 
hard, but a few turnovers and 
missed shots were the reasons 
for the somewhat slow start. 
Olivet called a timeout at 10:50, 
and this timeout proved to be the 
turning point of the game. Dur-
ing the break, the players were 
told to maintain the tenacity.
“Our coaching staff just en-
couraged the players to stick 
with their high effort level and 
good things would happen,” 
Morehouse said. “We were able 
to get a few loose balls and turn 
them into transition opportuni-
ties and 3-point shots.” 
A couple hustle plays and 
made shots propelled the Dutch 
after the timeout. Over the next 
five minutes, the Dutch went on 
a pivotal 19-2 run. The run was 
sparked by layups from seniors 
Carrie Snikkers and Erika Bru-
insma, along with a 3-pointer 
drained by sophomore point 
guard Liz Ellis. Hope took a com-
manding lead and never looked 
back. Starting at the 10:50 mark, 
they closed the half on a monu-
mental 34-9 run which led to a 
49-22 lead at the break.
After Olivet scored the first 
bucket of the second stanza, 
Hope delivered another big 
surge. A 15-2 burst led by Ellis 
and senior Miranda DeKuiper 
gave the Dutch a 38-point lead 
with 15:19 remaining. Hope 
eventually outscored the Com-
ets 33-21 in the second half, giv-
ing them the 82-43 triumph. The 
Flying Dutch shot 56 percent (31 
of 55), including 50 percent from 
beyond the arc (7 of 14).
Hope received contributions 
from everyone, and the scoring 
was very balanced amongst the 
team members. While holding a 
secure lead, Morehouse utilized 
all of his players. No player was 
on the floor for more than 18 
minutes, and 13 players scored. 
Snikkers paced the Dutch with 
18 points and seven rebounds in 
just 16 minutes of play. She shot 
7-8 from the field and sank two 
3-pointers. Erika Bruinsma also 
scored in double figures, chip-
ping in 10 points. She also pulled 
down five rebounds. 
The Flying Dutch out-
rebounded the Comets 47-28. 
Freshman Katie Overway and 
sophomore Meredith Kussmaul 
each snagged six rebounds. Liz 
Ellis propelled the defensive 
charge with three steals. 
A deep bench and solid bal-
ance are two strong components 
to have going into tournament 
play. The productive night from 
Snikkers is also a great sign for 
the Flying Dutch. Despite detri-
mental injuries in the past, Snik-
kers has been contributing well, 
and her positive leadership has 
been effective.
“The best part of Carrie’s 
leadership is the part few peo-
ple see,” Morehouse stated. “It’s 
taking aside a teammate and 
encouraging them.  She’s done 
that on a number of occasions 
this year, especially with some 
younger players.”
The positive atmosphere will 
continue to blossom as the Fly-
ing Dutch head into both the 
MIAA and NCAA Tournament. 
The victory against Olivet on 
Wednesday launched Hope to 
a 24-1 record overall and a 14-1 
record in the MIAA. The Flying 
Dutch have posted at least 24 
wins in 11 straight seasons. They 
are still locked in a tie in league 
play with rival Calvin with one 
game to go in the regular sea-
son. With a win at home on Sat-
urday against Albion, the Dutch 
secured a share of their fourth 
straight MIAA Championship 
crown. 
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ThiS Week in SporTS
Tuesday          Feb. 22   
MIAA Tournament
Women’s Basketball
vs. Adrian at 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday         Feb. 23   
MIAA Tournament
Men’s Basketball
vs. Alma at 7:30 p.m.
MIAA                                   





hockey PlAyers          
PrePAre for Mchc 
PlAyoff’s      
         
 Hope’s hockey team looks 
to make it far into the MCHC 
Playoff’s starting Feb. 24 in 
Midland. The hockey team will 
receive a first round bye on the 
24th, allowing them to play in 
the semi-finals Friday, Feb. 25 at 
6 p.m. The championship game 
is scheduled for this Saturday at 
3:15 p.m.
After winning the confer-
ence championship, the 12-1-1-
0 Dutchmen look to carry their 
winning record not only into the 
MCHC playoffs, but the Ameri-
can Collegiate Hockey Asso-
ciation National Tournament  as 
well. The team has been award-
ed the top-seed among North 
Region teams for the national 
tournament of the ACHA. The 
tournament will be held at The 
Edge on Holland’s north side, 
and competition begins March 
9 and ends March 12. Compet-
ing in the ACHA tournament 
will be 16 teams from across the 
country. 
Men’s BAsketBAll toPs 
kAlAMAzoo
On Saturday the men’s bas-
ketball team finished the regu-
lar season by beating Kalama-
zoo 80-73. Top scorers for the 
Dutch included Will Bowser 
(’11) with 23 points and Nate 
Snuggerud (’13) with a dou-
ble-double of 22 points and 12 
rebounds. Each contributing 
eight points to the total score 
were players David Krombeen 
(’12), Ty Tanis (’11) and Lo-
gan Neil (’11). Krombeen also 
paved the road for the Dutch-
men’s victory snagging five out 
of the teams 10 steals. 
The men look to add to 
their 19-6 season record in the 
MIAA tournament starting this 
Wednesday. The men will play 
Alma at 7:30. 
Jolene Jeske
SportS Editor
hope student is esPn’s ‘campus connect’
She has often been seen re-
porting on the sidelines of both 
men and women’s basketball 
games, she aspires to be a sports 
broadcaster for ESPN and now 
she’s taking large strides to 
achieve her dream. Who is she? 
Junior Kaci Kust is a Hope 
College student who has recent-
ly been gaining slow recognition 
on campus for her reporting 
skills. Kust has recently been 
featured on ESPN’s website as 
Hope College’s very own “Cam-
pus Connect.”
Kust found this opportunity 
when a friend in the program 
from an out-of-state college told 
her about “Campus Connect.” 
Her friend gave her the number 
of a producer from ESPN that 
she was in contact with. After 
contacting the producer, Kust 
was to create a story compel-
ling and inspiring enough to 
become a “Campus Connect” 
reporter. After days of thinking, 
Kust had the idea. She knew the 
person her story was about, and 
she knew he would truly appre-
ciate her work. Plus, he’s a huge 
sports fan. 
Ryan Atkins, a senior from 
the University of Cincinnati, 
was a normal student. He went 
to class, socialized with friends, 
and was a member of Greek life 
on campus. Everything in At-
kins’ life was set until a car crash 
impacted his life and the lives of 
others. 
Last fall, Atkins and four other 
fraternity brothers were driving 
to Gatlinburg, Tenn. for a Greek 
retreat. It was a dark November 
night on the freeway, and Atkins 
was attempting to make a lane 
switch when he failed to notice 
a car in his blind spot. 
The SUV Atkins was driving 
flipped, tossing one of the men 
in that back seat 70 feet through 
the front windshield. All three of 
the men sitting in the back seat 
were without their seatbelt, but 
only one of the three was in-
jured. 
Both Atkins and his frater-
nity brother in the passenger’s 
seat were wearing their seatbelts 
but didn’t walk away from the 
accident; they were both para-
lyzed. Atkins was hospitalized 
for nearly four months and kept 
alive with a respirator. He was 
paralyzed from the chest down. 
Undergoing rehab for three 
hours daily at SCI Step, 
a physical therapy insti-
tution, Atkins worked 
to rebuild muscular tis-
sue in hopes of walking 
once more. During ther-
apy Atkins hit a break-
through, after nearly six 
months when he slightly 
moved his right leg. A 
couple of months later 
he could bend his right 
knee while elevating his 
leg, and he could slightly 
move his left leg. 
While Atkins was in 
the hospital and under-
going rehab, the men’s 
basketball team at the 
University of Cincinnati 
heard about Atkins and 
remembered his extreme 
dedication to UC basketball. 
The team visited Atkins in the 
hospital multiple times, tracked 
his progress and dedicated their 
season to him. 
Inspired by this story was not 
only the UC basketball team, 
but also Atkins’ long time friend 
Kust. Kust and Atkins went to 
high school together and have 
remained friends throughout 
their college years. When Kust 
was asked to film a featured sto-
ry, she knew exactly whom she 
would do it on: Ryan Atkins. 
“I was told to write an inspi-
rational story, and I knew no one 
would appreciate this more than 
Ryan; he’s a huge sports fan and 
loves ESPN,” Kust said. 
Kust worked on the story for 
months, receiving videos taken 
from Atkins’ family back home. 
The videos contained footage of 
Kaci Kust (’12)
Defense and depth lead flying Dutch to victory
James Rogers
GuESt WritEr
Hope College women’s hoops by the numbers
see esPN, Page 12
24 102 666 350Adds up to be Hope’s scoring 
differential so 
far this season (1,844 to 1,178).  
The Flying Dutch also scored 
66 points against Albion Col-
lege on Feb. 19.  Rachel Kutney 
(’11) contributed six points to-
wards the win.
The number of 
victories the Fly-
ing  Dutch have 
secured during the regular sea-
son, marking their  13th straight 
season with at least 20 wins.  In 
Feb. 1980, Anne Mulder (’80) 
set the single-game record for 
rebounds with 24.
The amount of 
points the Fly-
ing Dutch put 
up against Kalamazoo College 
on Jan. 26. Meredith Kussmaul 
(’13) led all Hope scorers; rack-




tal through 25 
games this sea-
son.  It is also more than the at-
tendance at eight of the Flying 
Dutch’s games this season, all 
of which were away.  
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Both Hope swim teams fin-
ished second at the Michigan 
Intercollegiate Athletic Associa-
tion championships, which con-
cluded on Saturday night.
 The men finished with 775 
points, falling short of Kalama-
zoo (815), while the women 
ended with 679 points, bowing 
to Calvin (850). “I could not have 
asked more from them,” said 
Coach John Patnott. 
Both teams kicked off the 
championships on Thursday 
with season best performances 
in all 12 events. 
Defending champion Josh 
Grabijas (’13) dominated the 
men’s 500-freestyle with a sea-
son-best and conditional na-
tional qualifying performance 
(4:36.73). 
The men’s 400-yard medley 
team made up of Nicholas Haze-
kamp (’13), Geoffrey Ludema 
(’13), Jacob Hunt (’14), and co-
captain Patrick Frayer (’12) had 
a conditional national qualifying 
performance (3:25.91) behind a 
second place finish. 
Libby Westrate (’13) estab-
lished a school record on Thurs-
day by winning the 50-yard free-
style. 
Westrate’s time of (:23.59) 
was also a conditional national 
qualifying performance and 
missed an automatic advance-
ment  by three-thousandths of a 
second.
Successfully defending her 
title in the 500 free-style, Sarah 
Sohn (’12) finished with a season 
best, conditional national quali-
fying time of (5:05.19).
On Friday, Hope captured 
the gold medal in both the men’s 
and women’s 400- yard individ-
ual medley. 
For the second time, Sohn de-
fended her title (4:36.75), while 
Jeff Shade (’12) gave Hope the 
400 IM crown for the fifth con-
secutive year (4:07.42). Claim-
ing victory for the day with a 
conditional national qualifying 
time was Hunt in the 100-yard 
butterfly (:50.10) along with 
Westrate adding the 200-yard 
freestyle title (1:54.41) to her 50-
yard free win earlier. 
The 200-yard men’s relay 
team of Hazekamp, Alexander 
Perkins (’14), Hunt, and Frayer 
had a conditional national quali-
fying time of (1:32.97) behind a 
second place finish. 
Hope moved into first place 
in the men’s standings for the 
first time after a strong showing 
in the 100-yard breaststroke. 
The Flying Dutchmen out-
scored Kalamazoo 57-30 with 
four swimmers finishing in the 
top eight. 
Friday’s final event of the day 
was dominated by the women’s 
800-yard freestyle relay team 
found in Sohn, Bethany Schmall 
(’14), Chelsea Wiese (’12), and 
Westrate with a season best time 
(7:46.70).
The final day of competition 
included gold medals for both 
teams in the 1,650-yard free-
style.
Grabijas defended his cham-
pionship in the 65-lap race with 
a school-record time (15:57.27) 
while Sohn established an MIAA 
record (17:26.38), winning the 
event for the third consecutive 
year in a row. 
Both Grabijas and Sohn had 
provisional qualifying times for 
nationals. Winning her third 
event of the meet, Westrate took 
gold for the day in the 100-yard 
freestyle (:52.45). 
“I am most proud of our team 
for overcoming adversity and 
believing in each other,” said co-
captain Brian Yount (’12). “There 
were many people who counted 
us out, but we never doubted 
our chances of winning MIAA’s. 
We could have easily rolled over 
and quit many times during the 
season, but our team remained 
as one and fought through a dif-
ficult and long season.” 
Looking back on their five 
months of intense training, in-
cluding four days a week of 5:30 
a.m. practices, both teams can’t 
help but be proud of their ex-
treme dedication and all they 
have accomplished. 
“I am most proud of the team 
for always working their hard-
est and for being there for one 
another through all the good 
and really draining times that 
swim season can bring, such as 
our two-week Christmas break 
training,” said Laura Cameron 
(’13). “Our team is like a family, 
and I couldn’t ask for a better 
one.” 
In addition to training for 16 
hours a week plus meets, the 
swimmers and divers of both 
Hopes’ teams have been able to 
maintain very good GPA’s, evi-
dent in their titles of all MIAA 
academic teams. 
Hope remains the only col-
lege who had both their men 
and women’s teams achieve this 
honor. “Both teams have a ter-
rific work ethic as well as good 
attitudes,” Patnott said. “That 
combination leads to success, 
and both teams were successful. 
I am honored to have coached 
them.” 
While the regular season has 
come to a bittersweet end, train-
ing isn’t quite over yet for those 
individuals with conditional na-
tional qualifying times. 
The NCAA National Champi-
onships are scheduled for March 
23-26 in Knoxville, Tenn. 
Swim teams place second at MIAA Championships
Charlotte Park
Asst. sports Editor
Chasing the Champion—  Junior sarah sohn was a four-time winner over the weekend, capturing the gold medal in the 500-yard freestyle (5:05.19), 
400 individual medley (4:36.75), 800-yard freestyle relay (7:46.70), and 1,650-yard freestyle (17:26.38). her 1,650-yard freestyle time established a new miaa 
record.
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Atkins’ progress as well as visits 
from the UC basketball team. 
Kust submitted the video to 
ESPN before Atkins lifted his 
right leg, for the miraculous 
event had not happened yet. 
A week later Kust received the 
news from his family that he 
indeed lifted his leg, in hopes 
of making her story more com-
pelling she sent the video to the 
producer in hopes of adding it in 
at the last minute. Kust was just 
in time; the new film was added, 
and the project was finished. 
The story of Atkins over-
coming a tragic accident and 
becoming paralyzed was Kusts’ 
first “Campus Connection” for 
ESPN, however this experience 
has pushed her to do more. 
“I want to do something with 
Hope. Being a smaller college, 
it’s harder to get on ESPN, but I 
think if it had something to do 
with the Hope vs. Calvin rivalry 
it may spark an interest,” said 
Kust. 
Although Kusts aspirations 
of becoming an ESPN reporter 
are just at the beginning, don’t 
be surprised when you see her 
on the big screen a few years 
from now, interviewing coaches 
and professional players from 
the sidelines. Kust’s coverage of 
Atkins’s compelling story can 
be seen on ESPN.com under 
NCAA BB. To get to the link 
click Teams, then Big East, fol-
lowed by Cincinnati, then video 
playlist and finally Campus Con-
nection Cincy Hoops. To view 
the progress of Atkins, visit you-
tube.com/atkinsry.
